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Visual Literacy: Stage 3        Term:       Developed By: Carolyn Stephens   

Concept: Investigating media and mood in picture books


	Picture Book Focus:     The Treasure Box       by Margaret Wild                                 Duration: 5 Weeks       


	· communicates effectively for a variety of audiences and purposes using increasingly challenging topics, ideas, issues and language forms and features EN3‑1A
· composes, edits and presents well-structured and coherent texts EN3‑2A
· uses an integrated range of skills, strategies and knowledge to read, view and comprehend a wide range of texts in different media and technologies EN3‑3A
· discusses how language is used to achieve a widening range of purposes for a widening range of audiences and contexts EN3‑5B
· uses knowledge of sentence structure, grammar, punctuation and vocabulary to respond to and compose clear and cohesive texts in different media and technologies EN3‑6B
· thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and critically about information and ideas and identifies connections between texts when responding to and composing texts EN3‑7C
identifies and considers how different viewpoints of their world, including aspects of culture, are represented in texts EN3‑8
	participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting arguments, sharing and evaluating information, experiences and opinions (ACELY1709) [image: image1.png]
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understand, interpret and experiment with the use of imagery in imaginative texts, poetry and songs, eg similes, metaphors, personification and sound devices such as alliteration

       recognise evaluative language, including emotive language and modality

interpret picture books, comic strips and sequences of digital images which do not contain written text [image: image3.png]



summarise a text and evaluate the intended message or theme

identify the ways in which language use in imaginative texts, including use of figurative language, character development, events and setting, creates interest for the reader or viewer

analyse strategies authors use to influence readers (ACELY1801) [image: image4.png]#ﬂ-




identify and explain how choices in language, for example modality, emphasis, repetition and metaphor, influence personal response to different texts (ACELT1615) [image: image5.png]#ﬂ-




investigate how vocabulary choices, including evaluative language can express shades of meaning, feeling and opinion (ACELA1525)
compose increasingly complex print, visual, multimodal and digital texts, experimenting with language, design, layout and graphics [image: image6.png]



recognise and explain creative language features in imaginative, informative and persuasive texts that contribute to engagement and meaning

think imaginatively when engaging with texts, using prediction, for example, to imagine what happens to characters after the text

compare how composers and illustrators make stories exciting, moving and absorbing to hold readers' interest

identify and explain how analytical images like figures, tables, diagrams, maps and graphs contribute to our understanding of verbal information in factual and persuasive texts (ACELA1524) [image: image7.png]



       recognise how the use of language and visual features can depict cultural assumptions in texts [image: image8.png]
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	Lesson
	Visual Literacy Focus
	Reading Strategy
	Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Reg
	Resources

	One

	Size

Colour/Tone

Facial Expression
Mood

Colour

White space

Foreground

Background

Size

Emotions


	Making

Predictions

Drawing Conclusions
Making Predictions

Finding word meaning in Context
Making predictions

Making Inferences


	Questioning can be whole class for modeling and then in a small group or with a partner. This can be done using Kagan Cooperative Thinking strategies such as:

Think –Pair- Share

Think – Pair – Share – Square

Rally Robin

The idea is for all the children to share their thoughts and opinions about the text.

Book Orientation
Look at the cover of the book - What might the story be about? 

Do some I wonder…
What other picture clues can we use to predict? 
Why do you think the title is written as a gift tag?

What other things do you see in the in the picture – (tree is large, leaves are made from newspaper) Why might this be so.

What colours are used on the front page and what mood do they convey?

Make some “I wonders…” about the boy in the picture.

Written Response 
Write a short description about the boy’s appearance.

Write some predictions about his personality or circumstances.
Page 1. Oral Response
What is in the foreground of the picture? (humans)

What is in the background? (Demolished buildings)

Why might the illustrator have done this?

The human figures are really small in the picture, what emotion does this portray. (powerless)
What emotions do the peoples body language convey. (sad, upset)
How do the colours in the picture help create a mood or tone?

Who might the enemy be?

Why has the illustrator used a lot of white space? 

Written Response – (it is important that each lesson has a written component)
Write a prediction about what the people who are standing by watching the library may be thinking.

	
	Text

Reading Book
Writing journal

	Lesson

	Visual Literacy Focus
	Reading Strategy
	Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Reg
	Resources

	Two


	Focal Point

Size

Colour
Foreground

Mood

Emotion

Body language


	Making Predictions

Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

Figurative language

Identifying Author’s Purpose
	Page 2 

Oral Respones – Whole Class

Examine the use of focal point on page 2. Discuss the following questions:

Where do you look first? What is your eye drawn to?

How has the illustrator achieved the illusion of depth? 

Discuss similes - Find the simile in the text.

Discuss personification - Find the personification in the text.

Why would people cup the words in their hands?

There has been a frame put around the picture of the father reading his book. Why might this have been done?

Why have the people been put in the foreground? 

Written Responses
Write down the words you can find on the paper. Write their definition and what part of speech they are. Why would these words have been chosen?
Write some similes about the people and items in the book.
	
	Text pg 2

Writing journal

	Three
	Foreground & Background

Focal point

Mood

Emotion


	Recognising Cause and Effect

Summarising

Making Predictions
Making connections

Word Meaning


	Page 3 

Oral Responses

Wht do you think the book is about?

Why is the book rarer than rubies, more splendid than silver, greater than gold?

Discuss the word valuable and the different meanings it may have.

Why do you think that the book is the colour red when everything else is dull? (Red is energy, life, blood)

Why might the red book be valuable?
Debate – Does sentimental value have more importance than monetary value?
Vocabulary – What does the word ‘splendid’ mean? Think of some synonyms for the word. Use it in a sentence. Put it on your word wall.

Written Response
Connection to self - If you were ordered out of your home or your house was on fire, what would you take with you? Why is it valuable to you?


	
	Text pg.3

Word wall
Writing journal


	Lesson
	Visual Literary Focus
	Reading Strategy
	Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Reg.
	Resources

	Four


	Focal Point

Colour

Symbolism
Emotion

Tone

Line

	Drawing Conclusions & Making Inferences

Making Predictions

Identifying Author’s Purpose
Making Connections

	Page 4 
Oral Response:

What is in the background of the page? (Smoke, paper)

What is on the paper (foreign words)

What might the words symbolize in the background? (Lost culture, stories)

Text to world connection – Is there any connection you could make to what is happening in the story and what might be happening around the world at the moment?

Vocabulary  - What does the word fleeing mean. Think of some synonyms for the word. Use it in a sentence. Put it on your word wall.

Why might these people be fleeing the city?
Line – The line of the land is important because it gives us a sense of what? (It goes on forever, many people are fleeing)
Written response:

Text to self  - connection - You are Peter – Write a diary entry about that day.

	
	Pg4. Text

Writing journal

	Five 


	Size

Body Language

Facial Expression

Offer

Colour


	Interpreting Figurative Language

Identifying Author’s Purpose

Drawing conclusions and making inferences
	Page 5 
Oral Response

Body language – facial expressions – What does the body language and facial expressions of the people tell us about how they are feeling. Leaning forward, hunched over, huddled up.

Discuss some words to describe their feelings – despair, sorrow, disappointment.

Why do you think that there is just streaks of words now? What might this symbolize?

How does the illustrator depict the passage of time.
Written Response

Write some words to describe their feelings – (despair, sorrow, disappointment) and identify the abstract nouns. In pairs choose an abstract noun and draw a symbol to describe it. (Focus on colour, size, minimalism)  Share the symbols with the class and see whether the others can guess your abstract noun.

	
	Pg.5 Text

Writing journal


	Lesson
	Visual

Literacy Focus
	Reading Strategy
	Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Reg.
	Resources

	Six


	Framing

Mood
Focal Point

Tone

Colour
	Recalling Facts & Details

Finding the Main Idea
Making predictions

Making Connection
	Page 6  Oral Response
Where are your eyes automatically drawn? (Red book) Why? (bright)
Why is there a framed image? 

In the framed image what angle is it at? (Looking down)

Why might this be so? (Frail, powerless)

Why in death is Peter’s father so keen to keep the book safe?

Think of some words or use a thesaurus to find some words to describe the character of the people in the book – brave, resilient, strong,

Written Response: Connection to self – Have you ever been asked to make a promise? What was it about? Write down some words to describe your personality or character?
	
	Pg. 6 text

Writing journal

	Seven
	Symbols

Focal Point
Close up

Framing

Mood

Tone

Body language

Foreground 

Background


	Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

Main Idea
Making 

Connections


	Page 7  Oral Response
Why are there two pictures of the same scene? (To get the main idea but focus on Peter)

Why is there a close up of Peter? (Emphasize the significance of his decision)

What is the difference between Peter and the other people on this page? (They are faded, he is the main character in the story)

How does Peter feel? What visual clues help us?  (eyes downcast, hunched over)

What does our background knowledge help us? (we know how we feel when someone dies)

Why did Peter leave the suitcase behind? Was that a good idea?
Written responses What would you have done if you were Peter? Why?
Page 8 Oral Response
What is in the foreground? (Peter)
What is in the background? (People, village)

Why might Peter not be walking with the other people?

Once again there are sentences of text in the background. What language might it be?

What might this symbolize?

What mood does the colour create? (despair)
Written Response Predict what might happen next? I wonder… if Peter leaves the box behind


	
	Pg.7 text

Writing journal



	Lesson
	Visual

Literacy

Focus
	Reading Strategy
	Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Reg.
	Resources

	Eight


	Body Language

Symbolism

Tone

Emotion

Foreground

Background


	Identifying Author’s Purpose

Recalling Facts and Details
Making Predictions

Understanding Sequence


	Page 9 Oral Response
Why is the tree so large in the picture?

Why does to tree have the written text on it?

How has this theme been carried through the text?

What time of the year could it have been? How do you know?

Why do you think Peter chose to bury the box under the ancient linden tree?

Written Response - What do you think Peter buried the box under the tree? 
What might he be planning?

Pg. 10 Oral Response
How is this page framed?

Why would the illustrator decide to frame it in this way?

What extra information do the illustrations give?
Written response - Describe the events that are taking place in the 5 frames
	
	Pg.9 Text
Writing journal
Pg. 10 text


	Nine


	Focal Point
Tone
Colour

Foreground and Background

Size
	Understanding Sequence

Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences

Making predictions

Comparing and contrasting
	Pg. 11 Oral Response
What is the focal point? Why might this be so?

How has the tree changed?

Why might there not be any text in the illustrations anymore?

How has the mood changed since Peter was here last time?

How has the colour influenced this?

What do you think it means when it states ‘that it was safe to return’?

Written response

Draw a venn diagram and outline what is the same and different about the village scene now and then.
	
	Pg.11 text

Venn diagram



	Lesson
	Visual Literacy Focus
	Reading Strategy
	Teaching and Learning Experiences
	Reg.
	Resources

	Ten
11

     12

    13


	Colour

Body Language

Symbolism

Size
Mood
Framing
Tone


	Finding the Main Idea

Drawing Conclusions and making inferences

Identifying Author’s Purpose

Making Predictions
Summarising

Making Connections

Comparing and contrasting
	Pg. 12
Oral Response

What is the sentence that has been repeated in the text many times? 

Why would the author use this repetition?

What is in the background of the page? 

What is the tree so large? What does the healthy tree symbolize?
Written response

What sort of things might be in the book ‘about our people, about us”.
Pg.13
Oral Response:

Look at the image on page 12 and compare it with page 1.

What do you notice about the buildings, the colour the people?

What mood has the illustrator depicted? (hope, new beginnings, resilience)
Written Response
Write about Peter’s motivation for going back to the city? How might he feel now?

Pg.14 -15
Oral Response:

What does the book symbolize? (knowledge, hope, never giving up)

Why do you think that the sentence goes over the page?

What is the significance of the book going from the library into a home.

Try to find some hints in the book to make predictions about what country the book is about and what time this war may have taken place.

How is this story about refugees? Can you make any connections to self, to text or to world.

Written Response
Do a PMI on the book.

Summarise the main ideas in the story in one paragraph

Product – My Treasure

Make a montage of things that you value using the same style as Freya Blackwood. Use pictures, newspapers, magazines, photographs, cards etc.
	
	Pg.12 text

Reading Book

Pg. 13 text

Reading Book
Journal

Glue

Newspaper

Magazines

Phtotos

cardboard

	Assessment: Children will:

· Contribute thoughtfully to class and group discussions, quality and quantity.

· Listen actively and reflectively to others responses
· Respond in a written form that shows depth of knowledge and thought.
· Use appropriate language to describe visual literacy elements

	Anecdotal information about verbal responses

Responses in journal

Product – Treasure Montage

	Evaluation: 

Was the content too hard? Too easy?

Were the children engaged in the lessons?

What lessons worked well or needed to be modified?




