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Student Portfolio Summary

WORK SAMPLE PORTFOLIO

The 2013 portfolios are a resource to support teachers in the planning and implementation of the Foundation to Year 

10 Australian Curriculum: Geography. Each portfolio comprises a collection of student work illustrating evidence of 

student learning in relation to the achievement standard. 

Each work sample in the portfolio varies in terms of how much time was available to complete the task and/or the 

degree of scaffolding provided by the teacher. 

There is no pre-determined number of samples required in a portfolio nor are the work samples sequenced in any 

particular order. Together as a portfolio, the samples provide evidence of all aspects of the achievement standard 

unless otherwise specified. 

As the Australian Curriculum is progressively implemented in schools, the portfolios will continue to be reviewed and 

enhanced in relation to their comprehensiveness in coverage of the achievement standard and their representation of 

the diversity of student work that can be used to highlight evidence of student learning. 

THIS PORTFOLIO – Year 4 Geography

This portfolio comprises a number of work samples drawn from a range of assessment tasks, namely: 

Sample 1 Mapping – Skull Island  

Sample 2  Worksheet and guided inquiry – Rainforests and deserts of the world 

Sample 3  Letter – The Lorax 

Sample 4  Inquiry – Waste management 

This portfolio of student work shows that the student can describe and compare the characteristics of places in 

different countries in Africa and South America (WS2). The student identifies and describes the interconnections 

between people and the environment (WS3, WS4) and the location of countries in Africa and South America in relative 

terms. The student identifies simple patterns in the distribution of features of places such as landforms, climate and 

vegetation (WS2). The student recognises the importance of the environment (WS3) and identifies different views on 

how to respond to the geographical challenge of waste management (WS4).  

The student’s work shows an ability to develop geographical questions to investigate and collect and record 

information and data from different sources to answer these questions (WS2). The student represents data (WS4) 

and the location of places and their characteristics in simple graphic forms, including maps that use the cartographic 

conventions of scale, legend, title and north point (WS1). The student describes the location of places and their 

features using simple grid references (WS1), compass direction (WS2) and distance (WS1). The student interprets 

data to identify spatial distributions and simple patterns and draw conclusions (WS2, WS4) and presents findings 

using geographical terminology in a range of texts (WS2, WS4). The student proposes individual action in response to 

a local geographical challenge (WS3) and identifies the expected effects of their proposed action (WS3).

The annotated samples in this portfolio provide evidence of most (but not necessarily all) aspects of the achievement 

standard. The following aspect of the standard is not evident in this portfolio: 

• represent data and the location of places and their characteristics on large-scale maps.
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Work sample 1

Mapping – Skull Island

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 4, students describe and compare the characteristics of places in different locations at the 
national scale. They identify and describe the interconnections between people and the environment.  They 
describe the location of selected countries in relative terms and identify simple patterns in the distribution of 
features of places. Students recognise the importance of the environment and identify different views on how 
to respond to a geographical challenge.  

Students develop geographical questions to investigate and collect and record information and data from 
different sources to answer these questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in simple graphic forms, including large-scale maps that use the cartographic conventions of 
scale, legend, title and north point. They describe the location of places and their features using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance. Students interpret data to identify spatial distributions and simple 
patterns and draw conclusions. They present findings using geographical terminology in a range of texts. 
They propose individual action in response to a local geographical challenge and identify the expected effects 
of their proposed action.

Summary of task

Students had finished a unit on mapping, including scale.  

To show their understanding of scale and grid references, students were asked to:

• draw a map to show the characteristics of a place

• identify the location of these characteristics using grid references

• provide directions on the location of a treasure using both grid references and distance. 
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Draws a map using cartographic 
conventions of legend, title, scale and 
north point. 

Represents the location of the 
characteristics of Skull Island on a 
map, including climate, vegetation and 
landforms. 

Uses grid references and distance to 
describe the location of features.  

Mapping – Skull Island
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Worksheet and guided inquiry – Rainforests and 
deserts of the world

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 4, students describe and compare the characteristics of places in different locations at the 
national scale. They identify and describe the interconnections between people and the environment.  They 
describe the location of selected countries in relative terms and identify simple patterns in the distribution of 
features of places. Students recognise the importance of the environment and identify different views on how 
to respond to a geographical challenge.  

Students develop geographical questions to investigate and collect and record information and data from 
different sources to answer these questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in simple graphic forms, including large-scale maps that use the cartographic conventions of 
scale, legend, title and north point. They describe the location of places and their features using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance. Students interpret data to identify spatial distributions and simple 
patterns and draw conclusions. They present findings using geographical terminology in a range of texts. 
They propose individual action in response to a local geographical challenge and identify the expected effects 
of their proposed action.

Summary of task

Students were provided with a range of questions to guide them through an inquiry on the distribution of tropical 

rainforests and hot deserts in the world, their location and the features of countries with these biomes.  They were 

provided with a worksheet initially and then asked to develop a question to investigate further. 

Work sample 2
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Identifies the global distribution of tropical 
rainforests and hot deserts and displays 
these on a map. 

Describes the location of tropical 
rainforests and hot deserts in relation 
to major lines of latitude and identifies 
patterns in their distribution. 

Locates countries that are predominately 
either tropical rainforest or hot desert. 

Work sample 2

Worksheet and guided inquiry – Rainforests and 
deserts of the world
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Uses compass direction to describe the 
relative location of countries.

Locates and records information on the 
climate of different places on different 
continents. 

Describes and compares the climate of 
different places in different locations. 

Work sample 2

Worksheet and guided inquiry – Rainforests and 
deserts of the world
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samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Develops a geographical question to 
investigate. 

Collects information and data to answer 
the inquiry question. 

Describes and compares a range of 
characteristics of different countries in 
different continents.

Identifies the features of places and 
describes their location. 

Draws conclusions about factors that 
affect the characteristics of places.

Work sample 2

Worksheet and guided inquiry – Rainforests and 
deserts of the world

Annotations (Overview)
The student uses a range of texts and geographical terminology to communicate their findings and ideas.
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Letter – The impact of production on the environment

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 4, students describe and compare the characteristics of places in different locations at the 
national scale. They identify and describe the interconnections between people and the environment. They 
describe the location of selected countries in relative terms and identify simple patterns in the distribution of 
features of places. Students recognise the importance of the environment and identify different views on how 
to respond to a geographical challenge.  

Students develop geographical questions to investigate and collect and record information and data from 
different sources to answer these questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in simple graphic forms, including large-scale maps that use the cartographic conventions of 
scale, legend, title and north point. They describe the location of places and their features using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance .Students interpret data to identify spatial distributions and simple 
patterns and draw conclusions. They present findings using geographical terminology in a range of texts. 
They propose individual action in response to a local geographical challenge and identify the expected effects 
of their proposed action.

Summary of task

Students undertook a literary study of The Lorax by Dr.Seuss. As part of this study, they investigated the impact of 

human activity on the environment. In this task students were asked to write a letter to the Once-Ler outlining their 

concerns about his intention to commence the production of thneeds in their place.  They were asked to include the 

expected effects of this production on the natural environment. 

Work sample 3



May 2013 Page 9 of 14

Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 4

Work sample 3

Annotations 

Identifies the impact of production 
(thneeds) on native fauna. 

Identifies and describes the 
interconnections between people and 
features of the environment (for example, 
the exchange of carbon dioxide and 
oxygen between people and trees).

Recognises the importance of trees to 
people. 

Proposes more sustainable raw materials 
for the production of goods (thneeds).

Letter – The impact of production on the environment
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Inquiry – Waste management

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 4, students describe and compare the characteristics of places in different locations at the 
national scale. They identify and describe the interconnections between people and the environment. They 
describe the location of selected countries in relative terms and identify simple patterns in the distribution of 
features of places. Students recognise the importance of the environment and identify different views on how 
to respond to a geographical challenge.  

Students develop geographical questions to investigate and collect and record information and data from 
different sources to answer these questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in simple graphic forms, including large-scale maps that use the cartographic conventions of 
scale, legend, title and north point. They describe the location of places and their features using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance. Students interpret data to identify spatial distributions and simple 
patterns and draw conclusions. They present findings using geographical terminology in a range of texts. 
They propose individual action in response to a local geographical challenge and identify the expected effects 
of their proposed action.

Summary of task

A sequenced set of tasks was created as part of a unit of work focussing on ‘Waste’. Students were given 

background information through an excursion to a waste disposal plant, a visit by an expert in the field and through a 

literary study of The Lorax. 

Students were then asked to:

• collect and collate personal data on waste disposal and complete a worksheet

• construct a graph to represent their findings

• complete a PMI chart on the principles of the 3RC (reuse, reduce, recycle, compost)

• communicate what they had learned about 3RC.   

Work sample 4
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Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Collects and records data using tally 
marks, tables and text.

Suggests individual action to reduce 
waste.

 

Sorts data into categories of waste 
disposable. 

Identifies the expected effects of waste 
reduction and management.

Identifies and describes the connections 
between people’s actions (waste 
reduction) and the environment. 

Work sample 4

Inquiry – Waste management
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Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Interprets data collected to construct a 
column graph

Identifies simple patterns from research, 
for example ‘Most people don’t recycle as 
often as they should’. 

Uses a PMI chart to record conclusions 
about recycling, reusing and composting.

Work sample 4

Inquiry – Waste management
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Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Reflects on what they have learned using 
simple geographic terminology of 3RC.  
(recycle, reduce, reuse, compost). 

Identifies the environmental 
consequences of people not managing 
waste. 

Work sample 4

Inquiry – Waste management
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Geography Year 4

Annotations 

Outlines specific actions that could be 
taken to contribute to sustainability.

Offers a view on the importance of 
applying the principles of recycle, reuse 
and reduce to the challenge of waste 
management. 

Annotations (Overview)
The student uses a range of texts to communicate their findings and ideas.

Work sample 4

Inquiry – Waste management


