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Student Portfolio Summary

WORK SAMPLE PORTFOLIO

The 2013 portfolios are a resource to support teachers in the planning and implementation of the Foundation to Year 

10 Australian Curriculum: Geography. Each portfolio comprises a collection of student work illustrating evidence of 

student learning in relation to the achievement standard. 

Each work sample in the portfolio varies in terms of how much time was available to complete the task and/or the 

degree of scaffolding provided by the teacher. 

There is no pre-determined number of samples required in a portfolio nor are the work samples sequenced in any 

particular order. Together as a portfolio, the samples provide evidence of all aspects of the achievement standard 

unless otherwise specified. 

As the Australian Curriculum is progressively implemented in schools, the portfolios will continue to be reviewed and 

enhanced in relation to their comprehensiveness in coverage of the achievement standard and their representation of 

the diversity of student work that can be used to highlight evidence of student learning. 

THIS PORTFOLIO – Year 6 Geography

This portfolio comprises a number of work samples drawn from a range of assessment tasks, namely: 

Sample 1	 Investigation – Where in the world did we come from? 

Sample 2 	 Data response – Spatial distribution of global poverty 

Sample 3 	 Guided inquiry – Migration to Australia 

Sample 4	 Inquiry - Why do people migrate to Australia? 

This portfolio of student work shows that the student can explain the characteristics of diverse places in different locations 

(WS4), describe the interconnections between people and places, identify factors that influence these interconnections 

(WS2, WS4) and describe how they affect people (WS2). The student describes the location of selected countries in Africa 

and the region of Asia in absolute and relative terms (WS2) and identifies and compares spatial distributions and patterns 

of migration and global poverty (WS2, WS4). The student identifies and describes alternative views on how to respond to 

the challenge of misperceptions about migration and proposes a response (WS3). 

The student develops geographical questions about migration to frame an inquiry (WS3, WS4) and locates relevant 

information from a range of sources to answer inquiry questions (WS3, WS4). The student represents data and 

the location of places (WS1) and their characteristics in different graphic forms (WS4) including small-scale maps 

(WS1) that use cartographic conventions of title and north point (WS3). The student interprets data and information 

on migration and global poverty (WS2) to identify and compare spatial distributions, patterns and trends, infer 

relationships and draw conclusions (WS3, WS4). The student presents findings and ideas using geographical 

terminology and graphic representations in a range of communication forms (WS1, WS3, WS4). The student proposes 
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action in response to a geographical challenge and describes the expected effects of their proposal (WS3).

The annotated samples in this portfolio provide evidence of most (but not necessarily all) aspects of the achievement 

standard. The following aspects of the standard are not evident in this portfolio: 

•	 explain the characteristics of places at different scales from local to global

•	 describe how interconnections change places 

•	 represent data on large-scale maps that use the cartographic conventions of source, scale and legend.
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Investigation – Where in the world did we come from?

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 6, students explain the characteristics of diverse places in different locations at different 
scales from local to global. They describe the interconnections between people and places, identify factors 
that influence these interconnections and describe how they change places and affect people. They describe 
the location of selected countries in absolute and relative terms and identify and compare spatial distributions 
and patterns among phenomena. They identify and describe alternative views on how to respond to a 
geographical challenge and propose a response. 

Students develop geographical questions to frame an inquiry. They locate relevant information from a 
range of sources to answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in different graphic forms, including large-scale and small-scale maps that use cartographic 
conventions of border, source, scale, legend, title and north point. Students interpret data and other 
information to identify and compare spatial distributions, patterns and trends, infer relationships and draw 
conclusions. They present findings and ideas using geographical terminology and graphic representations in 
a range of communication forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge and describe 
the expected effects of their proposal.

Summary of task

As part of a study on how students are connected to other places, students participated in investigating the 

connections of the class to other places through birth. Students were guided through an inquiry and were asked to: 

•	 survey class members to find out where they were born

•	 collate their findings in a table

•	 construct a column graph and pie chart displaying their findings

•	 locate the countries where students were born on a map

•	 summarise their findings.
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 
Collects primary data on where students 
were born.

Represents data in a table. 

Interprets data from the table

Represents data in a column graph.  

Investigation – Where in the world did we come from?
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Represents data in a pie chart. 

Interprets data to identify the proportion of 
students who were born overseas. 

Draws a conclusion about the 
characteristics of Australia using 
appropriate terminology (multicultural).

Investigation – Where in the world did we come from?
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work samples. The annotations are referenced to the 
Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations

Represents data on a small-scale map.

Locates countries on a map. 

Annotations (Overview)
The student uses text and a number of graphic representations 
to present findings.

Investigation – Where in the world did we come from?
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Data response – Spatial distribution of global poverty

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 6, students explain the characteristics of diverse places in different locations at different 
scales from local to global. They describe the interconnections between people and places, identify factors 
that influence these interconnections and describe how they change places and affect people. They describe 
the location of selected countries in absolute and relative terms and identify and compare spatial distributions 
and patterns among phenomena. They identify and describe alternative views on how to respond to a 
geographical challenge and propose a response. 

Students develop geographical questions to frame an inquiry. They locate relevant information from a 
range of sources to answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in different graphic forms, including large-scale and small-scale maps that use cartographic 
conventions of border, source, scale, legend, title and north point. Students interpret data and other 
information to identify and compare spatial distributions, patterns and trends, infer relationships and draw 
conclusions. They present findings and ideas using geographical terminology and graphic representations in 
a range of communication forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge and describe 
the expected effects of their proposal.

Summary of task

Students were introduced to simple measures of human wellbeing.  In this task students were provided with a 

choropleth map showing the percentage of the population living on less than $2 a day. They were also given an atlas 

and were asked to answer a number of questions using both the stimulus and the atlas. They completed the task 

during class time under teacher supervision. 

Work sample 2
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Locates countries on a small-scale map. 

Interprets data to sort countries according 
to their level of poverty.  

Work sample 2

Data response – Spatial distribution of global poverty



May 2013 Page 9 of 19

Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Uses latitude and longitude to describe 
the absolute location of Chad. 

Describes the location of Chad in relation 
to both its neighbouring countries and 
Australia. 

Interprets data to identify countries of the 
Asia region with a large proportion of the 
population living in poverty. 

Uses latitude and longitude to describe 
the absolute location of Bangladesh. 

Describes the location of Bangladesh in 
relation to both its neighbouring countries 
and Australia. 

Work sample 2

Data response – Spatial distribution of global poverty
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Describes the spatial distribution of 
poverty using major lines of latitude, 
continents and regions. 

Proposes an explanation for spatial 
patterns of poverty (location, climate, 
population, development).

Work sample 2

Data response – Spatial distribution of global poverty
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Guided inquiry – Migration to Australia

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 6, students explain the characteristics of diverse places in different locations at different 
scales from local to global. They describe the interconnections between people and places, identify factors 
that influence these interconnections and describe how they change places and affect people. They describe 
the location of selected countries in absolute and relative terms and identify and compare spatial distributions 
and patterns among phenomena. They identify and describe alternative views on how to respond to a 
geographical challenge and propose a response. 

Students develop geographical questions to frame an inquiry. They locate relevant information from a 
range of sources to answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in different graphic forms, including large-scale and small-scale maps that use cartographic 
conventions of border, source, scale, legend, title and north point. Students interpret data and other 
information to identify and compare spatial distributions, patterns and trends, infer relationships and draw 
conclusions. They present findings and ideas using geographical terminology and graphic representations in 
a range of communication forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge and describe 
the expected effects of their proposal.

Summary of task

Students were provided with stimulus material and a number of questions to guide them through an inquiry on 

migration to Australia, They were provided with the following scaffold: 

Part 1: Sources of migration

•	 Conduct a class survey to find out student perceptions on regions that provide the greatest source of migrants. 

•	 Construct a pie chart to show the results. 

•	 �Use the data provided to construct a choropleth map showing where migrants to Australia originated. Explain the 

migration patterns shown.

Part 2: Types of migration

•	 �Conduct a class survey to find out student perceptions of the types of migration which provide the greatest 

source of migrants. 

•	 Construct a pie chart to show your results. 

•	 Use a table to compare this data with the actual data.  

•	 Describe the results of this comparison and explain the major differences.

•	 Identify and describe strategies to address differences between perceptions of and actual sources of migration.

•	 Pose further questions to investigate.

The task was completed during class time over the course of a week. Students had full access to computers to 

record their responses. 
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Acknowledgement
ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Collects information from a survey and 
represents results in a pie chart. 

Interprets data to describe survey results. 

Work sample 3

Guided inquiry – Migration to Australia
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

 

Constructs a thematic map with some 
cartographic conventions to display data.

Interprets data to identify spatial 
distributions and patterns. 

Suggests a relationship between 
migration patterns and the characteristics 
of source countries.  

Work sample 3

Guided inquiry – Migration to Australia
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Collects information from a primary 
source. 

Represents data in a pie chart. 

Interprets and compares data from two 
different sources.

Suggests a reason for variations in data. 

Work sample 3

Guided inquiry – Migration to Australia
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations (Overview)
Through the process of a guided inquiry, the student has described interconnections between places through the movement of 
people and has identified some factors that may have influenced this movement. The student has used geographical terminology 
and a range of graphic forms to communicate findings, ideas and conclusions.

Annotations 

Identifies and describes different views 
on how to respond to the challenge of 
misperceptions regarding migration to 
Australia.  

Proposes a response to the challenge 
of misperceptions and predicts the 
outcomes of their proposal. 

Develops questions to frame a 
geographical inquiry.

Work sample 3

Guided inquiry – Migration to Australia
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Inquiry - Why do people migrate to Australia? 

Relevant part of the achievement standard

By the end of Year 6, students explain the characteristics of diverse places in different locations at different 
scales from local to global. They describe the interconnections between people and places, identify factors 
that influence these interconnections and describe how they change places and affect people. They describe 
the location of selected countries in absolute and relative terms and identify and compare spatial distributions 
and patterns among phenomena. They identify and describe alternative views on how to respond to a 
geographical challenge and propose a response. 

Students develop geographical questions to frame an inquiry. They locate relevant information from a 
range of sources to answer inquiry questions. They represent data and the location of places and their 
characteristics in different graphic forms, including large-scale and small-scale maps that use cartographic 
conventions of border, source, scale, legend, title and north point. Students interpret data and other 
information to identify and compare spatial distributions, patterns and trends, infer relationships and draw 
conclusions. They present findings and ideas using geographical terminology and graphic representations in 
a range of communication forms. They propose action in response to a geographical challenge and describe 
the expected effects of their proposal.

Summary of task

Students undertook an independent inquiry to answer the questions they developed following a guided inquiry. They 

were asked to research different sources on the Internet to find data and information to answer the questions they 

developed.

The task was completed in class time and the teacher guided students with the collection of sources and information.

Work sample 4
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Develops a question to frame an inquiry 
(Why do people migrate to Australia?).  

Presents information and data in a table.

Locates data from sources to answer 
inquiry questions. 

Interprets data to identify and compare 
patterns of migration. 

Identifies trends in migration patterns.

Constructs a line graph to show changing 
trends in migration over time. 

Work sample 4

Inquiry - Why do people migrate to Australia? 
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ACARA acknowledges the contribution of Australian teachers and students for providing the tasks and work 
samples. The annotations are referenced to the Australian Curriculum achievement standards.

Geography Year 6

Annotations 

 

Locates information and data from a 
range of sources.  

Identifies the characteristics of diverse 
places. 

Uses geographical terminology (for 
example infant mortality, tropical, 
temperate, population density).

Explains how the characteristics of places 
affect the way people live. 

Compares the characteristics of places to 
draw conclusions about what it would be 
like to live in different places.  

Work sample 4

Inquiry - Why do people migrate to Australia? 
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Geography Year 6

Annotations 

Provides reasons why people migrate 
to Australia (living conditions, climate, 
geographical proximity, connections).

 

Identifies relationships between standard 
of living and migration patterns.

Draws conclusions on why people 
migrate to Australia. 

Annotations (Overview)
The student presents findings and ideas using geographical terminology and a range of graphic forms.

Work sample 4

Inquiry - Why do people migrate to Australia? 


